DADE COUNTY
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, September 18, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.
Board of Commissioner’s Office ~ Suite 243
Dade County Government Administrative Building
71 Case Avenue
Trenton, Georgia 30752
___________________________________________________________________________

MINUTES

___________________________________________________________________________
This document is tentative, has not been ratified or approved by the Historic Preservation
Commission, and is not binding on the county or any officer.
___________________________________________________________________________
Scheduled date for ratification: October 9, 2018
___________________________________________________________________________
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Donna Street called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL ~ COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Donna Street, Chairperson
Audrey Clark, Vice Chair
Rex Blevins
Sarah Moore
Cindy Richie
Ted Rumley, County Executive
Alex Case, Mayor of Trenton

PRESENT
PRESENT
PRESENT
PRESENT
PRESENT
PRESENT
ABSENT

County Representative
City Representative
County Representative
County Representative
City Representative
Ex-officio member for Dade County
Ex-officio member for City of Trenton

Chairperson Donna Street announced a quorum of Commission members present, and
therefore a legal meeting was called to order and in session.
COUNTY STAFF
Don Townsend, Clerk to the Board of Commissioners

PRESENT
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READING OF MINUTES
Chairperson Donna Street announced the reading of the minutes from the last meeting of the
Joint Trenton-Dade County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) would not be necessary
since all commissioners’ were provided an electronic copy of the minutes prior to today’s
meeting. The Chair called for any corrections to the minutes, hearing none she entertained a
motion to accept the minutes as presented by Mr. Don Townsend, Secretary of the HPC.
Commissioner Sarah Moore moved to approve the minutes as presented, and Mr. Rex Blevins
seconded the motion on the floor. The Chair called for approval of the minutes by polling each
Commissioner whereas the board unanimously agreed to add the minutes being considered
whereas the vote was recorded:
Motion made by:
Seconded by:
Those voting in favor:
Those opposed:
Decision:

Mrs. Sarah Moore
Mr. Rex Blevins
5 – Blevins, Clark, Moore, Richie, Street
0 – N/A
Passed by unanimous vote

APPEARANCES
Mr. Townsend announced he had failed to schedule Mr. William Back, Executive Director of
Economic Development for Dade County, Georgia to speak to the HPC regarding private
partnerships and grant opportunities. Mr. Back had a previous engagement in Chattanooga and
could not attend today’s meeting. Mr. Townsend noted he would request Mr. Back to attend the
October 9, 2018 regular meeting of the HPC.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Chairperson Donna Street called on Mr. Townsend to provide a brief review of the project status
report of the Historic Courthouse project. A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the status of
various aspects of the project. Members of the board agreed to contact Mr. H.A. McKaig to
determine if he would assist in determining a scope of work for designing electrical plans on the
entire building. Mrs. Audrey Clark suggested this task be completed by Wednesday, September
26, 2018. Mr. Ted Rumley and Mr. Allan Bradford offered to reach out to Mr. McKaig regarding
this design work. No other discussion or official action was taken.
Chairperson Street provided a brief overview of the continued capital fund raising campaign. No
official action was taken.
Mr. Townsend discussed the need to rethink our position on request for grant funds from the
Tourism Product Development (TPD) grant. He noted we’ve been thinking about tourism, as
they relate to promoting tourism in Dade County, as if the historic courthouse was already
completed and active. He suggested tapping these grants for other benefits such as signage,
enhancing the beauty of our interstate exits to encourage travelers to get off and visit Trenton.
Also, to begin thinking of natural draws to our area e.g. Cloudland Canyon State Park, Hang
gliding, Caving, any other “Trail” type ideas that will draw visitors to Dade County.
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Mr. Townsend noted the next TPD was due December 13, 2018 for consideration of a $5,000
grant and the next deadline would be June 27, 2019 for consideration of a $10,000. He
proceeded to provide each member of the HPC various handouts regarding grants, Tourism and
the Strategic Plan of the Georgia Council for the Arts.
Chairperson Street also mentioned the Georgia Power ~ Southern Company grant, but noted
we still needed to get “our house in order regarding the Historical Society” before attempting
again. She also mentioned the USDA grant for HVAC replacement in the old courthouse. No
official action was taken.
The reason we did not have a meeting during the month of August was due to this entire board
traveling to mandatory training. Each member reflected on different aspects of the training event.
Some highlights noted from the training that may be implemented in Dade County were:
• Architectural survey for our county’s future – the need for a grant to map our entire county
for historical places, people and artifacts.
• Host a public hearing/general meeting for the public to identify historic preservation of our
community i.e.
o Tax freeze opportunities
o Historic preservations tax exemptions allowed
o 1772 Foundation.org grant opportunities
o Development of historic trails (further develop tourism)
Mrs. Audrey Clark recommended asking Ms. Sarah Rogers with Georgia Department of Natural
Resources – Historic Preservation Division to come to Dade County and meet with this board.
Mrs. Clark suggested Wednesday, November 14, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. to hold the meeting here
inside the Administrative Building Commissioners’ Meeting Room. The commission agreed and
requested Mrs. Clark to proceed with the invitation of Ms. Rogers.
NEW BUSINESS
Chairperson Donna Street called on Mr. Townsend to discuss the next agenda item. Mr.
Townsend requested each member of the HPC to complete a contact sheet, IRS form W-9, and
an Immigration E-verify certification form in order to receive travel reimbursements from the
County. This is standard procedures for setting up new vendors to pay public funds to members
for such things as travel reimbursements to and from training meetings and Historic Preservation
Division conferences.
Commissioner Rex Blevins discussed the increased flow of traffic on our local interstates and
state highways as a result of the new Inland Port at Crandall, Georgia. He thought there may
be some undiscovered opportunities for tourism, etc. regarding these new visitors to our
community as a result of the increased traffic flows. No official action was taken.
The Regional Visitors Information Center (commonly referred to as “RVIC”) receives state
funding and is currently located inside the old Train Depot building alongside the Dade County
Chamber of Commerce. As of recent days there’s been discussion of moving the RVIC to the
Library or somewhere near the Courthouse Square. It has been the thought all along that the
Chamber’s office and RVIC would be residents of the newly restored historic courthouse building
upon completion. No official action was taken at the present time.
Courthouse Preservation Committee Minutes ~ 09/18/18 ~ Page 3

Chairperson Donna Street reported the 2019 Historical Society annual calendar will be ready for
purchase in mid-November 2019. The proceeds will be used to benefit the Historical Society’s
future home inside the old courthouse building. No official action was taken.
The Chair also announced she would alert this board as to when the official ceremony to
recognize Covenant College as a National Historical Place will be held on their campus. Ms.
Street also stated she would forward to each member the notification of proposed nomination of
property to the National Register of Historic Places submitted by the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources – Historic Preservation Division dated June 21, 2018. She noted this was a
great document to reference the deep history of this grand old building atop Lookout Mountain.
No official was taken. This document is herein attached and made part of the official minutes.
Chairperson Street called for any new business. Hearing no further business to discuss, the
Chair announced the next scheduled meeting of the Trenton – Dade County Historic
Preservation Commission would take place on Tuesday, October 9, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. here
inside the Commissioners Meeting Room.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by:
Seconded by:
Those voting in favor:
Those opposed:
Decision:

Mrs. Sarah Moore
Mr. Rex Blevins
5 – Blevins, Clark, Moore, Richie, Street
0 – N/A
Passed by unanimous vote

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted as recorded,

__________________________________
Don Townsend, Clerk to the Commission
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